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Sarsfield House is considered by many to be one of Ireland’s ugliest buildings. Its prefabricated structure was once considered a shining beacon
of modermity for eary 70s Limerick. Since then, due to the potenation of its facade ond cost of it's upkeep, it has been slated for demolition in
the Limerick 2030 Economic and $pofial Plan to make way for a stretch of maintained grass.

This proposal is to fransform Sorsfield House from the Revenue Commissioners office to a Croft Centre, thus mitigaling the environmental impacts
of its demolition. It will reintroduce indusiry and fobrication to the site. ond create spaces for ortists, designers and makers thus bringing diversely
skiled people to the cily and providing them wilh good faciities and a community of ike-minded people. This will conlribule to Limerick's vision
as a City of Culture, and help uplift the arts in the cily.

Wood and metalworking shops, print-making studios ond ceramic workshops to nome a few will be run in o co-operafive manner, artists
in residence may lend their time out to the public, who in furn rent studio fime and learn from the artists. This way, on exchange of ideas
is encouraged, clong with the promolion of maoterial repair, reuse and fabrication and the education of people aboul the concepls of

sustainability and the importance of craft.

Sarsfield House's cument facade panels are made from precast concrete with granite aggregate. The panels have a texture due to the
exposed ogaregate, and o glint from the crystals in the granite stone, The site is located on recloimed lond right out onto the River Shannon

in the heart of Limerick City and is therefore uniquely subjected to the elements on three different sides. In particular, the north facing focade
forms hobitals for the plant life thot con sustain the exposed noture of the riverside site, and so an interesting effect is made on the facades
from this growth. To mitigate woste creoted by their removal they ore fo be upcycled into o new cladding for the building again reiteraiing the
proposal’s focus on material repair, reuse and refabrication.

The concrete panels are to be retained ond saved from landfill. They will then be crushed down into their constituent aggregates thus forming
the bosis for o new cement mix. This mix will then be reshoped using foermwork o create various new povers, liles and clodding for the building.
The new cladding hopes to patenate overlime similary to its predecessor. The new concreie clodding becomes an architectural feature of the
building’s aesthetic.

The reused concrete panels extend their use beyond the cladding and inte a fealure of the building’s program and help with woler
managemeni on this flooding prone site, Permeable paving and swales with planting ore intreduced to help with on site water monagement.
Some areas of the program are sunken and olhers raised to create new recreational areas including stages, sealing and public spaces that
are usoble when dry. When wet, these creole routes through the site ond olso deep pools to contain water. Small streams link these areas all
together ond will expel woler oul into the river once levels have dropped again.

Current entergnce 1o Sarsfield House.

Recycied cast concrete cladding for Sarsfieid House, varlety of colour and texiurne shown,
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Each different facade of Sarsfield House will patenate due toits
orientofion over time. For example, the north focade will cccomodote
much mare growth than the south due to the colder and welter climate,
and also because it is largely sheltered from Ireland's south-westrerly
prevailing wind.

To encourage this bio-patenation, the more textured cast tiles will
be mounted fo the west and north facades and their smoother
counterports to the east ond south,

The horizontal ond vertical elements are to be exiruded to visually
differenciate between different parts of the building too. The newly
recast concrete claodding provides the perfect opportunity to use fhis
push and pull effect to create depth and relief to the focode.

One of the initial design intents for this building during its construction in
the 70's was to have a fully open ground fioor. On the ground floor ot
the human level, the lightest coloured recast concrete files are to be
installed. This is to pay homage tfo this original civic gesture and to help
lift the building off the ground os if it were flooting.

Recast using i 0 - bange gaps lor monar bebween, Mastempion of proposed Crall Cenfre for Uimenck with swales and retention pends incleded. Proxmity 1o River Shannon alio shown.

East Facode. facing Rutiand Street, South Facade, facing Francis Stroatl.

Sarsfield House's original focade panels are made from precast
caoncrete with granite aggregote. The panels hove a fexture due to the
exposed cgaregate, and a glint from the crystals in the granite stone.
They clso form o habitet for some plant life that con sustain the exposed
nature of the riverside site and so an interesting effect is made on the
facades from this growth.

This proposal intends to keep os many of the offormentioned
architectural qualities and to create o new facade for Sorsfield House.,
The same glint to the focade will exist as well as the habitats to plant,
bird and lichen. The gronite aggregate focade ponels are to be reused
and repurposed in o multitude of ways throughout the project. These
ways include clodding, permeable pavers, files and to create swales
and retention ponds.

Cumenl Focade

The new concrete becomes on architectural feature of the building's
aesthetic and a discretionary feature of the building's progrem.

Recast ARSireg ituled Smol gops lof modar bebvean,
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Recast pal wing i garegate with layer of granite sand to finkh. Comparison befween cument tacade of Sorsfield H

west Facade, locing River Shannon, Nodh Focade. focing Custorns House Pork.



