Estalian Towes House

cast interior study showing
window alcove, carved niche
and chimney stack

In our project intramural housing we have wersian of tower house. We are primarily inter-
ested in the nature of spatial layout within the tower house tvpolow and how it could be adapted for inhabitation today. Concelved as free
standing salitary edifice, we explored the project conceptually through the netion of mass and void, The salid appearance of the exterisr only
hints at the i I life behind th of concrete. Its outward i liesits i ity and surprising b

due to the numerous different spaces vet its character of d solidity | ed by the inclusion of cut: d splayed
apenings. This creates a rich dialogue between mass and space, heaviness and lightress. We interested in this typology as we
feel it s an extremely compact and efficient form of residence.

The plan is argund one cnamberlo Mu(luﬂmherspa(es are subservient. The central hall allows for
access dars but also acts as a circulati and abi houses exdsts a secretive In "be-
wen Layer™in which we find the most diverse spatial inchusi b spasces. Th i often i hambers are arranged around
the protrushons of the main space which form window alcoves. All secondary living nmcbnns aretrans{ecmatleast(on(eommh' to the walls

themselves. The central main room is vy this and it allows for a clear b the L nd ¥ FOOms o
“servant’ and “served” rooms . A rich and complex Layering of spaces |s created mm some ancillary spaces acting like extensions of the main
room whereas other are more separated through compa a splayed windows or seating al-

cowes, Openings with reveals help to distribute an even diffuse light he dayligh by the
deep seating alcoves has a dramatically dlﬂenem effect. They generally create a more high contrast and vismlh' exciting Ilghtlnq pattern which
results in distinct areas of light and shade, But abave all these larg llow for dinect vi tothe and make
the cenitral room unusually expansive, bright, and homely. The storey by storey pl, i somewhat i itis erganised

without corridors and the spiral stalrcases can be viewed as a kind of vertical conidor system, They are placed at the corner of each unit where
the overlap occurs allowing for the most direct and eficient vertical circulation, As in the case of tower houses the living quarters are positioned
above greund level allowing for a greater sense of privacy in such a compact arangement.
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